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The third and final mandatory reflection session is the viva voce, which is a concluding interview with 

the supervising teacher. 

Prior learning 

The extended essay is a unique task for all students, both those who are studying for the full 1B diploma 

and course students who choose it as an option. While no particular background is formally required to 

undertake the extended essay, students are strongly recommended to carry out research in a subject 

area they are currently studying in the Diploma Programme to ensure that they have sufficient subject 

knowledge to complete the task. 

 A familiarity with 

research methods would be an advantage; however, when students begin the extended essay, part of the 

process is to develop an understanding of the methodology most appropriate for the research area within 

the chosen subject. Developing this understanding will be undertaken with the support and guidance of 

their supervisor, Diploma Programme and/or extended essay coordinator and librarian. 
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A note on topic, title and research question 

It Is Important that students understand the distinction between the terms topic, title and research 

question. 

• The topic of the extended essay is the subject, Issue or theme that you are investigating within a

specific DP subject The topic, which develops during the initial thinking

about the EE, should later be reflected in the wording of the title.

The title of the EE Is a clear, summatlve statement that specifically focuses the topic being researched. It

appears on the title page. A title should:

be short, descriptive and succinct 

• not be phrased as a question

• use key words that connect with the topic and the DP subject or world studies area of study

• attract the interest of the reader.

• The research question derives from the title and is expressed as a question that Is Intended to be

answered through researching and writing the EE. It appears on the title page and could also be visible

as a header throughout the essay. It should:

fll 

be clear and focused 

provide a path through which you can undertake achievable research 

• use key words that connect with the topic, the title, and the DP subject or world studies area of

study

support the development of an argument.
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